






Preface

Since ancient times, the impact of agriculture has been profound on humanity, most clearly 

through an organic relationship that is deemed as a link between agriculture and human being. 

That relationship has contributed to the development of agricultural methods as an urgent need 

to achieve food security for society and to keep pace with continuous scientific progress. Also, 

agricultural methods have evolved and the use of machinery and technology has increased in all 

agricultural operations such as production and cultivation of seeds, fertilization, irrigation, control, 

marketing, storage, and food processing technology. The transition to contemporary forms of 

agriculture, including protected agriculture in tunnels and greenhouses or glasshouses in addition 

to agriculture without soil (hydroponic) has become a vital necessity; to increase production per 

unit area, to rationalize water use and to preserve natural resources.

“The Agricultural Guidelines Project for the Most Important Agricultural Crops in Syria” 

aims to raise awareness of community members about the importance of growing vegetables in 

every home, where the home farm is considered an important source for the family to meet some 

of the needs through sustainable development of society and its material, financial and social 

support.

This guide also contributes to enabling farmers, technicians, and agricultural engineers to raise 

their capabilities to make optimal use of the requirements of agricultural production, which may 

lead to abundant production in terms of quantity and quality without causing any imbalance in 

the natural and nutritional balance of health. This is done by devoting a culture of food security 

and achieving a surplus in production that contributes to the process of social development and 

national economic growth. When preparing this guide, we envisioned that the scientific method 

should be used in a simplified and useful way; giving vocabulary and presenting information 

therein as a guide for all workers in the agricultural sector in Syria, which is described as the 

Cradle of Human Civilizations and their food basket throughout the ages.

This guide is ample for fixing basic ideas of agriculture methods and for making concepts intelligible; 

and also, it includes numerous chapters such as the morphology of the crop, environmental 

requirements, nutritional and health values, agricultural service operations, methods of cultivation, 

plant diseases, methods of prevention and control, harvest, food processing, the economics of 

the crop and challenges facing farmers. So, we had to submit technical recommendations that 



reflect the findings of researchers at all disciplines related to this crop. It relies on clear meanings, 

expressive images, easy-to-understand tables, and agricultural calendar so that it may contribute 

to persuading farmers to apply modern patterns in agriculture; to accomplish abundant production 

per unit area within the framework of agricultural intensification and rationalization of waste in 

water, soil, fertilizers, and pesticides. Furthermore, it proposes appropriate solutions to problems 

that may lead to a decline in production and an achievement of economic losses.

In other respects, the work team has established a distinct methodology in preparing this guide 

to produce accurate information relating to all of its contents, instructions, and recommendations 

for agricultural engineers and farmers; in other meanings, scientific and applied content has been 

taken into consideration. Moreover, the guide also simulates the current reality of agriculture 

through communication with Syrian farmers and gathering of information that may pertain 

to all technical and marketing problems facing them and thus directing them to benefit from 

progress in the field of agriculture; to improve their living standards. It may contribute to the 

creation of a rural social renaissance by utilizing all available natural resources, raising awareness 

of farmers, developing capabilities, and upgrading skills. Besides, there is an absolute necessity 

to replace some wrong agricultural methods, and therefore we are allowed to work with a distinct 

methodology that affects the reality of our local agriculture, hoping that this work would be part of 

our commitment to serving the community.
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